
Chapter 1.

1. Paul had been hand-picked by Jesus to be an apostle; he was called to be an apostle, and he was separated unto the gospel of God. The apostle Paul was also chosen by the Holy Spirit to write more of the New Testament then anyone else. But Paul never became arrogant as we see in this very first verse where he calls himself a servant.

Jesus uses Christians who have a servant's heart. Jesus uses Christians who do not seek great things for themselves, but do all things for the glory of God.


2.  Back in the Old Testament, hundreds of years before the birth of Jesus, God promised that he would send a Savior to pay for the sins of man.


3.  Jesus is one person with two natures. He has a human nature and a divine nature. Jesus is 100% God and he is 100% man. His human nature came from the royal line of David through his mother Mary.


4.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ was the father's way of saying, Jesus is my son.


5.  Obedience comes from faith. Trying to obey God without putting your faith in Jesus Christ for your salvation is a waste of time. 

This is the order which has been ordained by God: first you repent of your sins and you put your faith in the cross of Christ which paid for your sins, and then you live out your faith with good works. That's the way it needs to be if one is going to be saved. 

We are saved by faith, by grace, and that not of ourselves, it is a gift of God, not of works, but the Bible also says that we are to work out our own salvation with fear and trembling. In other words serve Jesus out of appreciation for his death on the cross which purchased your forgiveness and reconciliation to the father.


6.  If you belong to Christ because you trust in his death on the cross than the reason you you are doing that is because God called you to be one of his own people. God wanted you, and that's why you felt the need to trust Christ, and it is why you are trusting Christ right now.

People have a free will to choose Jesus or reject him, and yet the Bible is clear that if one does choose to receive Jesus as their Lord and Savior it is only because God has called them to do it. If we understand that then we will appreciate God more than ever because we will realize that without him and his grace working in us we would never have turned to Christ and received eternal life.


7.  A saint is someone who has repented of their sins and asked Jesus Christ to be their Lord and Savior. 

We don't become saints by being good enough; we become saints by trusting in Jesus Christ and receiving him into our life as Lord and Savior knowing that he alone is good enough to reconcile us to the father.


8.  The Roman Christians lived for Jesus so much that anyone who ever heard of them heard of their great faith in Christ as well. They were not ashamed to be connected to the Lord Jesus Christ in a world where Jesus was not popular.

Great faith will cause you to live for Jesus even when no one else is. Great faith will cause you to live for Jesus even if it cost you something.


9.  God deserves total dedication from every Christian. The apostle Paul served him with his spirit; that means deep down inside that was Paul's greatest desire and when something is your greatest desire more often than not you going to do it, and that's what God deserves.

God does not demand perfection from Christians in order to be saved, but he sure does deserve perfection from Christians because they have been saved.


10.  It doesn't matter how badly we may want something; if it is not God's will then we shouldn't try to force it. Our first choice will be a terrible one if we rebel against God to get it.


11,12.  If a Christian is under the control of the Holy Spirit as they should be then they will have a positive effect on other Christians.

Good Christians like to be around other good Christians because they make each other better Christians.


13. Sometimes the good things that we want to do only happen after a prolonged struggle and those are some of the most difficult situations because we know what we are asking for, what we would like to do seems to lineup so perfectly with Scripture.

Just because something is right doesn't mean you won't have to persevere before your able to do it or receive it. If something is right then it is worth enduring difficult times and disappointment to get it.


14.  In other words, God says that every single human being in the entire world deserves to be told how to be saved; we owe it to them. Everyone should have the opportunity to hear the gospel of salvation which comes through Jesus Christ. Jesus said go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. We Christians are called by God to tell everyone about Jesus Christ; to tell everyone that Jesus is the only way to heaven and the only way to avoid hell; if that were not the case he would not have told us to proclaim the message of salvation to everyone in the world.


15.  There is something wrong with any Christian who isn't eager to see the word of God spread so that lost souls can be saved, and so that save souls can be sanctified. Where's your priorities if that's you? Where's your concern for what Jesus wants if that's you? When I got saved my main concern was to do the will of God and my greatest desire was to see others avoid hell as I  had done by receiving Christ, and I'm nothing special; according to Scripture spreading the word of God is normal for a Christian; at least it should be.

Worldliness has taken control of the soul of the Christian who doesn't care, who doesn't give so that the word of God can spread; worldliness has taken control of their soul in the place of the Holy Spirit. That wasn't the case with Paul; he was eager to get the word of God to everyone including those in Rome.


16.  We don't have the power to save ourselves from hell which is why we need God's power. Only the power of God can deliver us from his holy justice which condemns us because of our sin.

The death of Jesus paid for our sins. Salvation is a gift given to all who will repent and receive Christ as Lord and Savior.

When the Bible says that the gospel is the power of God to salvation that's exactly what it means. When witnessing to lost souls just give the facts of the gospel and the Holy Spirit will convict those who are hungry for truth, and bring them to repentance. 

We don't have to be cute; we don't have to be an expert in every other religion, or every cult; we don't have to be eloquent. Just give the facts of the gospel: Jesus lived a sinless life. Jesus died on the cross and payed for our sins. Jesus was raised from the dead three days later proving that he was sinless and that his sacrifice was sufficient. When we receive Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior are sins are paid for. That is the simple gospel message that is the power of God unto salvation.


17.  Nothing less than the righteousness of God applied to our spiritual account can save us. We need the righteousness of God to get into heaven. The bad news is that none of us are that good. The good news is that Jesus is that good because he is God, and the better news is that Jesus credits our spiritual accounts with his righteousness when we repent and receive him as Lord and Savior. That's how sinners are saved. That's the only plan he has given us, and there's no need for another because that one works fine.


18.  God is a sin hating, sin punishing God. He wants to show people mercy and he offers forgiveness to everyone. But if his offer of salvation through Jesus Christ is rejected then he will do what he must do; he will punish.

It is one thing to know right from wrong and to confess when one fails; it is one thing to feel terrible one one fails, but it is something entirely different when a person suppresses the commandment of God because they love their sin. People who do that are digging their own eternal, fiery grave.


18,19.  God would not punish people if they were not guilty. God has no pleasure in punishing the wicked. It is his justice that compels him to punish those who refuse his offer of mercy through Christ.


19,20.  People are born with an inner witness that tells them there is a God who loves right and hates wrong. People are born with an inner witness that tells them they're going to answer to their Creator someday. That inner witness can be suppressed by willful rejection of God over time, but it was there at one point so people are without excuse.


21. If you turn away from the truth about God that you understand then you will soon accept what is false. We all have to believe something so if we don't believe the truth then we're going to believe a lie. God labels that "futile thinking". It is futile; it is empty; it is void of substance which is why it only leads to that which is bad.


22. Some people think that God's word is for simpletons. They devise their own body of truth which is contrary to Scripture, and they call it wisdom. Those are the people that God speaks of here in verse 22 when he says that they claim to be wise, but they have become fools.

He is talking about people who at one time understood holy Scripture, but didn't like what they understood because it condemned the sins that they enjoyed too much to give up. Consequently, rather than giving up the sin they decided to make up their own truth which is sort of like hopping on the trolley in Mr. Rogers neighborhood and fleeing to the land of make-believe, only the consequences of fleeing the word of God are eternally horrible.


23.  If you're going to change truth, then you have to change gods also. Of course whether people realize it or not changing gods creates a big problem because there's only one God, there's only one real God, and he is the God of truth, the God and father of the Lord Jesus Christ, the God who has given us the holy Bible. You walk away from him and you've got nothing!


24.  God lets people go their own sinful way if that's what they really want. 

But I would suggest to you that if you are headed in that direction that you put the brakes on just as fast as you possibly can because that is the ultimate punishment. When God says, go ahead have your own way then that means his Holy Spirit will no longer strive with you and you are doomed to hell because you are completely given over to your sinful, soul damning lusts.


25. If you do not worship the God of the Bible then whatever you worship is a lie, and you do worship something because if God Almighty doesn't have first place in your life then someone or something else does and whatever it is is your god.


26,27.  I understand that the United States of America is not a Christian country and never has been. A person can believe in God if they want to, and they can be a Christian or anything else if they want to. 

If people would like to have a homosexual lifestyle God will let them, but God in his word says that it is indecent, shameful, and unatural. You can choose to believe what you want, but that is what Scripture says and that is what God says and no one can change that. You can deny it but it's not going away.


28.  Depravity is rejecting God's word, rejecting God's word is moral depravity. Depravity is loving your sin so much that you would dare to say that what God calls good is bad, and what God has called evil is good. Notice beginning in verse 29 some of the things that God labels depravity:


29-31. And that pretty much covers the entire human race. 

Everyone at some point has been guilty of one or more of these sins. The good news is that God still loves us in spite of how depraved we all have been. He loved us enough to become a man, and die a horrible death to pay for our sins on the cross. He loves us enough to gladly forgive everything that we have done if we will only repent, confess, and receive his son Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.


32. This that is described in verse 32 is the thing that will seal a sinners doom.

Sinners don't go to hell simply because they sin. If that was the case no one would be saved. Sinners go to hell because they sin and because they love their sin too much to repent; they love their sin too much to turn away from it and receive mercy from God through the Savior Jesus Christ.

                                                                                                                  

